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Inside this issue: 

The March general meeting 
started off with the unexpected ab-
sence of fishing guide Don Brown, 
due to personal issues. Don has 
rescheduled his presentation for 
the month of June. I would like to 
personally thank Greg for stepping 
up and giving the club a great 
presentation on fishing Pyramid 
Lake. Greg’s presentation included 
being prepared for the varied 
weather conditions, new regula-
tions, equipment needed, fly selec-
tion and fishing location. This pres-
entation tied right in with the club 
outing to Pyramid Lake on April 1 – 
3.  

We had a good turn out for 
the fly tying last month. Bill did a 
bang up job teaching us how to tie 
the Ultra Zug Bug along with the 
original Zug Bug pattern. Another 
two flies that I can add to my list of 
flies that I’ve tied. Thanks Bill! 

The O’Niell Forebay outing 
turned out to be a good fishing 
weekend. Although it had to be 
postponed due to unfavorable con-
ditions by one week. The club 
members showed up ready to fish 
for stripers. Loren and Roger 
steered the group in the right direc-
tion with the latest information on 
color, patterns and retrieve. The 
sun came out early and the fishing 
was tough, but everyone managed 

to catch a fish. I am still trying to 
figure out why the fish follow 
Loren around the lake. Must be 
the Dr. Juice hull wax he uses. 

The guest speaker for 
April is Dennis Lee, author of the 
“Half Pounder”. Dennis will cover 
trout / steelhead in Central and 
Northern California. I had an op-
portunity to talk with Dennis at 
the Pleasanton Fly Show regard-
ing his career as a biologist with 
CA. DFW and his studies of trout 
in various rivers and streams. 
Come prepared with your ques-
tions relating to your favorite riv-
ers and the trout that live there. 

If you have time, come out 
and support the Fort Hunter Leg-
gitt FMWR kids fishing derby, at 
Del Venturi Pond, on April 9th. The 
club is one of the supporting 
sponsors of the event. Bring your 
tube and your fly pole and hit the 
water after the event as the pond 
will be stocked with trout. 

As a way for the club to 
give back to the members and 
potentially increase attendance 
at the monthly meetings, the 
Board has approved a plan to 
give every member a birthday gift  
of twelve (12) raffle tickets on 
their birthday month. The catch 
is: Members must attend the 
general meeting (cont pg 2)     
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Ed’s Favorite Fly 

Recipe 
Burke’s Hex Nymph 

(Prez MessageCont.) the month of their birthday in order to receive their gift. Both the Muddy River 
Classic, in July, and the Annual Dinner , in January, are designated as general meeting for this 
program. At the December Gift Exchange meeting, the twelve tickets will be given out to be used 
at the next general meeting raffle, as there is no regular raffle in December. Show your I.D. to the 
club treasurer and he will issue your raffle tickets.  White tickets are not included in the birthday 
give away. 

In other news the club will be putting on a special fly tying session for Casting for Recov-
ery. It will be held Sunday, June 5

th
 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Salinas Airport Conference 

Room. Everyone is invited. It should be a great day for a great cause. Bill will lead the session 
and Jay is providing soft drinks and comic relief. 

Just a reminder, at the end of the month, we can look forward to the opening weekend of 
trout season. So start planning a trip to your favorite local stream or river. And while you’re plan-
ning your calendar, be sure to reserve July 16

th
 for the Muddy River Classic at Jefferson Ranch 

with Mr. Wilson hosting the “Dutch Oven Cook Off” 
Until then…Fish On!   
Richard 

Hook: TMC 200R #4-8 

Thread: Danville Yellow 6/0 

Ribbing: Copper Wire 

Abdomen: Pale Yellow Haretron 

Tail: Gray Marabou 

Back: Mottled Oak Turkey Tail 

Gills: Gray Pheasant aftershaft 

Wingcase: Mottled Oak Turkey Tail 

Thorax: Pale Yellow Haretron 

Legs: Mottled Natural Brown Henback 

 

The Hex hatch starts after sunset, but a few hours before duns start appearing on the surface, the nymphs 

become active and are sometimes taken by trout. So a couple of hours before sunset, drop this fly near the 

bottom and use a lift-and-settle retrieve. Once the hatch is underway, try retrieving the nymph quickly to 

the surface.  

http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/tiemco200r.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/danville_thread.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/ultrawire.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/haretron.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/maraboublood.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/turkeyfeathers.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/pheasant_skin.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/turkeyfeathers.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/haretron.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/shopable/henback.htm
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Salinas Valley Fly Fishers**2016 Outing Schedule and Programs 

.April  

1st.-3rd. 

Club Outing Pyramid Lake Cutthroat  

Trout  

Greg Smith 595-4806 

April  

9th. 

Kids 

Fish Derby 

Hunter-Liggett Planted 

Rainbows 

  

April 13th  April Meeting  Landing Zone 

Restaurant 

Dennis Lee 

DFG Biologist 

Richard  

Higgins 

750-9132 

Wednesday  

April 20th.  

Fly Tying Airport  

Board Room 

 Bill Pshide  424-3063 

Wednesday 

April 27th.  

Board meeting Landing Zone 

Restaurant 

All members  

welcome 

Richard  

Higgins 

750-9132 

May 11th. May Meeting Landing Zone 

Restaurant 

Tim Frahm  

T.U. Rep.  

  

May 14th. May Outing Lower Sac Float 

trip Camp -out 

Trout  Rod & Jay ? 

Upcoming Events 

Float the Sac and Live to Tell About it 

What the hell! We did it last year and no one drowned, so will try it again. Get you water craft 

pumped up and your camping gear in order and donôt forget your fishing gear. It all has to fit. 

Itôs a self guided trip down the Lower Sacramento River and it should be a real adventure. We 

leave from the Posse Grounds on Friday Morning and pull out on Sunday. See the sights, camp 

out on the river and maybe even catch a fish or two. Rod or Jay are the guys to call if youôre 

interested and thereôll be lots more info at the April Meeting. 



Special thanks to James and Helen at the Landing Zone Res-

taurant for there support of the Salinas Valley Fly Fishers  

Efforts to Save Stranded Salmon from CalTrout 

Despite four years of record drought, large numbers of salmon are coming back to the Sacramento Valley rivers this 

winter. Unfortunately, some of these salmon are taking wrong turns out of rivers into dead-end drainage canals where 

they will die unless redirected back into the rivers. 

In the Yolo Bypass, just 15 minutes from downtown Sacramento, hundreds of large salmon ,some weighing up to 30 

pounds .are swimming the wrong way up dead-end drainage canals. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife is 

trapping dozens of these fish and trucking them back to the nearby Sacramento River, where they are released to con-

tinue the upstream journey to their spawning grounds. 

Donôt forget your Birthday Monthé Get 12 free raffle tickets...But, bring your I.Dé.. 

Check Out U-Tube if Your trying to Patch Your Pontoon Boat 

Itôs surprising sometimes the info. that you can find on the internet. Jay passed on some YouTube videos heôd 

seem about patching ñfloatie thingsò there are some very helpful video produced by NRS, in particular one 

that shows how to deal with a leaking valve. Try searching: ñFloat tube repairò or ñNRS repair videoò. 

Middle Fork Stanislaus River  Places to Camp and Fish 

Fraser Flat Campground 

From Mi-wok Ranger Station, In Mi-wok Village travel 10 

miles northeast on Highway 108 then 3 miles north on Road 

4NO1. The total distance from Mi-wok Ranger Station is 13 

miles. Elevation 4,800 feet. 38 sites. Piped water, vault toi-

lets, grills. Fees: $13.00 per night. No Reservations available. 

Fraser Flat Campground 

Sand Bar Flat Campground 

From Mi-Wok Ranger District Office, Travel twenty miles north 

on Highway 108 than 10 miles north on 4NO1 from Spring Gap 

turnoff. Elevation: 3,000 feet. 10 Sites. Piped Water, Fire Rings, 

Vault Toilets. Fees: $13.00. No Reservations available. Sand 

Bar Flat Campground 

Dardanelle Campground 

From Summit District Ranger Office, Travels 23 miles east 

on Highway 108 to Dardanelles Resort. Food, gas, and other 

services available nearby at Dardanelles Resort and Kennedy 

Meadows Resort. Elevation: 5,000 feet. 28 sites. Potable Wa-

ter, Vault Toilets, grills. Fees: $17.00 per night. No Reserva-

tions available. Dardanelle Campground 

Baker Campground 

From Pinecrest, Travel 29 miles east on Highway 108 to Ken-

nedy Meadow Road, near DeadmanCampground and Kennedy 

Meadow Trailhead. Elevation: 6,200 feet. 44 Sites. Piped Water, 

Fire Rings, Vaulted Toilets. Fees: $13.00. No Reservations 

available. 

http://www.campingwithaview.com/Z_Campgrounds/Public/CA/Fraser_Flat/Home_FraserFlat.htm
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/stanislaus/recarea/?recid=14987
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/stanislaus/recarea/?recid=14987
http://www.forestcamping.com/dow/pacficsw/stancmp.htm


 

French Meadows Reservoir is at 5,300 feet elevation. The lake contains primarily Rainbows, which are 

planted throughout the season, as well as Browns and Smallmouth Bass. It is primarily known as a bait and 

lure fishery but flyfishing opportunities exist as well. Use sinking lines with streamers such as Woolly Buggers 

and Leech Patterns in Olive, Brown, or Black colors. Try the areas around the downed trees and snags. Also 

locate the rocky ledges and drop-offs. You'll need a boat since there are few good access points from shore. 

Know the sink rate of your line and count down to the proper depth before retrieval. Add some twitching ac-

tion to the fly. There is a callibaetis hatch that occurs sporadically so that nymphing can be good at those 

times. During late afternoon or at low light, try some surface flies such as Parachute Ants.  

French Meadows Reservoir is also a good starting point for access to the upper Middle Fork of the American 

River. There are some good campsites at the inlet side of the lake with road access up to Talbot Campround at 

French Meadows. Trail access is available from there.  

Directions: From Auburn on Highway I-80, go Northeast 2 miles to Auburn-Foresthill Road, Turn East and go 18 miles 

to Mosquito Ridge Road at Foresthill. Turn East and go 36 miles continuing on Road 96 to French Meadows Reservoir.  

http://stevenojai.tripod.com/Rain.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/brown.htm
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April Meeting 

Wednesday 

13th.  
Speaker: Dennis Lee 

Fly Tying  
Wednesday April 20th. 

Board room @ the Airport 

Non-tyers always welcome 

 

Board of Directors 

Meeting @ 6:00  pm 

Landing Zone 

April 27th. 



French Meadow Reservoir 


